
Below is the October letter for the archives. I still don't see August 
or 
September posted.  And please add 2008 to the West Volusia winner 
ribbon. 
  
Judy 
 
Family Book Shop Newsletter October 2008  We have a busy October so 
hope to get this 
out early allowing you to plan ahead. Sunday October 5 we're having 
another parking 
lot sale. The store is closed but we will have lots of books to sell, 
weather 
permitting. The money goes toward sending books to our local soldiers 
in the Middle 
East. This is something we are proud to do and have been doing for 
years. We gladly 
pay the postage but this helps. While we're at it we have several 
families just 
selling their 'stuff' as well. The biggie for our store is our first 
author signing 
in years. An unfortunate event (read author no show) had me promise 
myself never to 
do one again. But I am uber excited about this one. He's a local and 
many of you 
already know him or have read his columns. For those of you who don't 
get the 
Beacon, I will reprint the review coming out in it here:Volusia 
County's West Side: 
Steamboats & Sandhillsby Ronald WilliamsonAny reader who has wondered 
about the 
history of this small part of Florida won’t be disappointed when they 
open the pages 
of a new book written by one of this area’s best storytellers. His 
first book, 
Steamboats and Sand Hills, has just arrived in local bookstores from 
the publisher, 
The History Press. A natural storyteller, Ronald Williamson’s knowledge 
of his 
subject has been gleaned through more than three decades of local 
reporting about 
trials, weather, government, recreation, and daily life and death for 
the Daytona 
Beach News-Journal. While seeking to add context and perspective to 
daily news, he 
often cast a curious eye into the past and found stories to tell that 
were not 
common newspaper fare. Readers responded to those tales and in 1986, 
News-Journal 
editors made him a weekly columnist and allowed him to write about 
events, people 
and issues that interested him.It has been no surprise that many of 
those columns 
turned out to be steeped in the history of this place. Over time, the 
column became 
known as Sense of Place.From those hundreds of columns, thirty were 
chosen for this 



book. Williamson rewrote many of them, updating and expanding them as 
needed. The 
book includes dozens of images and maps, some from historical archives, 
some taken 
by the author and many created by News-Journal staffers. Some 
photographs and maps 
were published with the original columns. Others are new to the 
book.The stories are 
imbued with a strong sense of place, but the fascinating tales also 
reveal a strong 
sense of humanity couched in adventure, friendship, death, mystery, 
suffering, 
danger and a touch of myth and immortality.There’s the touching story 
of Blind 
Sarah, a woman considered worthless who lived in DeLeon Springs long 
ago. Another 
tells of a magical shapeshifter that once guarded a tribal island home 
west of 
Orange City. He writes of a sandy spot in the St. Johns River that once 
snagged a 
19th century president, and a former vice president who camped in 
DeBary while 
fleeing federal troops, and a diminishing group of black people who 
remember living 
in DeLand’s Africa. He uses a sinkhole to tell about a rich man’s 
dangerous pets and 
a lone, scarred pine in a Deltona cemetery to tell of an extinct way of 
life marked 
by sweat and suffering that lies embedded in local memories.Williamson 
delves into 
obscure documents to find details for these stories and leans heavily 
on the living 
memories of those whose lives were touched by circumstances of the 
past. He also 
uses experts and historians who shed light on real, but little-known 
aspects of the 
past. It’s a trademark of this professional storyteller that has spent 
most of his 
life observing and writing about life along the east bank of the St. 
Johns River.'No 
writer understands the heart and soul of Volusia County, DeLand and 
Stetson 
University better than Ronald Williamson,' Stetson President Douglas 
Lee says of the 
author whose tales of this area are 'treasures.'In a comment contained 
in the front 
of the book, Volusia native Ben Johnson, county sheriff, says 
Williamson is a 
'storyteller with a knack for making the ordinary seem extraordinary. 
This book 
should be required reading for anyone interested in local 
history.'Raised on a farm 
near the Florida-Alabama state line, Williamson was at Western Carolina 
University 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains when, in 1972 he fell in love and married a 
DeLand 
native whose family traced its Volusia roots to 1803. The U.S. Army 



veteran had 
never heard of Volusia County, but once here, he and Anne Travis Sams, 
a Montessori 
teacher, had two children, settled down and never left.Except for a 
time as bureau 
chief in Flagler County and special assignments in Daytona Beach, he 
has always 
worked in DeLand. For many years he directed the News-Journal’s staff 
on the west 
side of Volusia County. He has won writing awards on a regional, state 
and national 
level and was named 2005 Historian of the Year by the West Volusia 
Historical 
Society.Bill and Irene Dreggors, history icons in this area because of 
their work in 
the West Volusia Historical Society, wrote the forward for Steamboats 
and Sand 
Hills. These stories, they say, cannot be found in other history books: 
'This is not 
fiction, folks. This is history, perhaps the most intriguing history 
you will ever 
read,' they say. 'Be assured that once you pick up this book, you won’t 
put it 
down.'Ronald will be signing his books Saturday October 11th from 1-3 
PM at the 
Family Book Shop, 1301 N. Woodland Blvd. Deland, Fl. 386-736-6501 
-----------------------------------------The last exciting happening is 
more 
personal. Joe has had another notion so we are off to Death Valley, 
California, 
leaving October 15th and returning October 26th. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed Ron's 
book and will be reading it to Joe as we travel. Joe's been here almost 
50 years and 
loves this kind of stuff. I just finished reading Ferrol Sams (Is Ron's 
wife related 
to him?) book Epiphany to Joe and loved it as much as I did on my first 
reading.Our 
book club read The Glass Castle: A Memoir, by Jeannettte Walls and had 
a great 
meeting in a cabin without electricity (or air conditioning) where we 
ate what 
little food was mentioned in the book and we ate out of garbage cans. 
All this will 
make sense to the many who have read her book as it has been a favorite 
of so many 
book clubs. A Year in Provence is our next pick. If you’re in the need 
of a little 
humility try this website <http://etymologic.com/index.cgi> and this 
one for fun 
<http://www.kentucky.com/181/story/532854.html> And this one for the 
best and most 
disturbing 20 minutes you may have had in quite a 
while.www.thestoryofstuff.com 
<http://www.thestoryofstuff.com/>.I can't impress on you enough how 
important it 
might be to carve out 20 minutes to watch this. Nikki is reading I'm 



the Vampire 
That's Why by Michele Bardsley, 'a laugh out loud kind of book.' Amanda 
is reading 
The Way I See It by Temple Grandin which she says she highly recomends. 
Lori is 
reading Genome: the Autobiography of a Species in 23 Chapters by Matt 
Ridley. I am 
stilling reading Serena by Ron Rash for a book review in the Beacon and 
Death In the 
Garden by Elizabeth Ironside for our November book club selection.  Our 
Candy Corn 
jar is full again. Come and guess how many are in the jar and you might 
win a Gift 
Certificate. And I can't figure out why the print keeps changing so I'm 
sending it 
as is. 
 
  
  
  The Indie Bestseller ListPublished Thursday, October 2, 2008 (for the 
sales week 
ended Sunday, September 28, 2008). Based on reporting from many 
hundreds of 
independent bookstores across the United States. For information on 
more titles, 
please visit IndieBound.org Booksellers: The Indie Bestseller List may 
be 
downloaded as a color PDF for display in your store. Go to the 
bestseller page on 
BookWeb.org and choose the format that works best for you, or click on 
the 
bestseller link in Thursday's Bookselling This Week email. 
_______________________________________________________________________
______Debuts 
for the week:Hardcover Fiction#3-The Given Day, by Dennis Lehane 
(9780688163181)#8-One Fifth Avenue, by Candace Bushnell 
(9781401301613)#12-The 
Comforts of a Muddy Saturday, by Alexander McCall Smith 
(9780375425134)#14-Tsar, 
by Ted Bell (9781416550402)Hardcover Nonfiction#9-A Bold Fresh Piece of 
Humanity 
by Bill O'Reilly (9780767928823)#15-Pieces of My Heart, by Robert 
Wagner, Scott 
Eyman (9780061373312)Paperback Fiction#14-The Best American Short 
Stories 2008, 
Salman Rushdie (Ed.), Heidi Pitlor (Ed.), (9780618788774)Paperback 
Nonfiction#8-Musicophilia, Oliver Sacks (9781400033539)#14-The Year of 
Living 
Biblically, A.J. Jacobs (9780743291484)Mass Market#6-Third Degree, Greg 
Iles 
(9781416524540)#8-The Naming of the Dead by Ian Rankin 
(9780316018869)Children's 
Interest#3-Inkdeath, by Cornelia Funke (9780439866286)#8-Hate That Cat, 
by Sharon 
Creech (9780061430923)#9-Tea for Ruby, by Sarah Ferguson, Robin Preiss 
Glasser 
(Illus.), (9781416954194)#11-Louise, the Adventures of a Chicken, by 



Kate 
DiCamillo (9780060755546)#15-The Name of This Book Is Secret, by 
Pseudonymous 
Bosch, Gilbert Ford (Illus.) (9780316113694)Children's Illustrated#10-
On a Scary 
Scary Night, by Walter Wick (9780439708708)#12-Happy Halloween!, by 
Rosemary Wells 
(9780448448633)Children's Fiction SeriesNew: Eve of the Emperor Penguin 
(Magic 
Tree House) (9780375837333)New: Untamed (House of Night), by Kristin 
Cast, P.C. 
Cast 
(9780312379834)_________________________________________________HARDCOV
ER 
FICTION1. The Story of Edgar SawtelleDavid Wroblewski, Ecco, $25.95, 
97800613742272. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie SocietyMary 
Ann Shaffer, 
Annie Barrows, Dial, $22, 97803853409913. The Given Day- DebutDennis 
Lehane, 
Morrow, $27.95, 97806881631814. The Girl With the Dragon TattooStieg 
Larsson, 
Knopf, $24.95, 97803072697515. HomeMarilynne Robinson, FSG, $25, 
97803742991016. 
IndignationPhilip Roth, Houghton Mifflin, $26, 97805470548417. The 
Other 
QueenPhilippa Gregory, Touchstone, $25.95, 97814165491238. One Fifth 
Avenue- 
DebutCandace Bushnell, Voice, $25.95, 97814013016139. AnathemNeal 
Stephenson, 
Morrow, $29.95, 978006147409510. American WifeCurtis Sittenfeld, Random 
House, 
$26, 978140006475511. Fine Just the Way It IsAnnie Proulx, Scribner, 
$25, 
978141657166712. The Comforts of a Muddy Saturday- DebutAlexander 
McCall Smith, 
Pantheon, $23.95, 978037542513413. BallisticsBilly Collins, Random 
House, $24, 
978140006491514. Tsar- DebutTed Bell, Atria, $26.95, 978141655040215. 
The Art of 
Racing in the RainGarth Stein, Harper, $23.95, 9780061537936ON THE 
RISE:18. When 
Will There Be Good News?Kate Atkinson, Little Brown, $24.99, 
9780316154857Ex-cop 
turned PI Jackson Brodie is featured in the excellent new novel by the 
author of 
One Good Turn.HARDCOVER NONFICTION1. Hot, Flat, and CrowdedThomas L. 
Friedman, 
FSG, $27.95, 97803741668542. The Last LectureRandy Pausch, Hyperion, 
$21.95, 
97814013232573. The Limits of PowerAndrew J. Bacevich, Metropolitan, 
$24, 
97808050881514. Goodnight BushErich Origen, Gan Golan, Little Brown, 
$14.99, 
9780316040415. DeweyVicki Myron, Grand Central, $19.99, 97804464074106. 
When You 
Are Engulfed in FlamesDavid Sedaris, Little Brown, $25.99, 
97803161434797. The War 



WithinBob Woodward, S&S, $32, 97814165589728. The Forever WarDexter 
Filkins, 
Knopf, $25, 97803072663929. A Bold Fresh Piece of Humanity- DebutBill 
O'Reilly, 
Broadway, $26, 978076792882310. Bad MoneyKevin Phillips, Viking, 
$25.95, 
978067001907611. Guinness World Records 2009Guinness, Guinness, $28.95, 
978190499437412. Acedia & MeKathleen Norris, Riverhead, $25.95, 
978159448996913. 
Angler: The Cheney Vice PresidencyBarton Gellman, Penguin Press, 
$27.95, 
978159420186814. BreakthroughSuzanne Somers, Crown, $25.95, 
978140005327815. 
Pieces of My Heart: A Life- DebutRobert Wagner, Scott Eyman, 
HarperEntertainment, 
$25.95, 9780061373312ON THE RISE:17. The Hemingses of MonticelloAnnette 
Gordon-Reed, Norton, $35, 9780393064773A fascinating look at the blood 
ties of 
Thomas Jefferson and slave, Sally Hemings.TRADE PAPERBACK FICTION1. The 
ShackWilliam P. Young, Windblown, $14.99, 97809647292302. The Brief 
Wondrous Life 
of Oscar WaoJunot Diaz, Riverhead, $14, 97815944832953. Out Stealing 
HorsesPer 
Petterson, Picador, $14, 97803124270854. Loving FrankNancy Horan, 
Ballantine, $14, 
97803454950065. RunAnn Patchett, Harper Perennial, $14.95, 
97800613406426. Bridge 
of SighsRichard Russo, Vintage, $14.95, 97814000309037. Water for 
ElephantsSara 
Gruen, Algonquin, $13.95, 97815651256058. The Elegance of the 
HedgehogMuriel 
Barbery, Europa Editions, $15, 97819333726009. In the WoodsTana French, 
Penguin, 
$14, 978014311349210. The Almost MoonAlice Sebold, Back Bay, $14.99, 
978031606736211. The RoadCormac McCarthy, Vintage, $14.95, 
978030738789912. 
AwayAmy Bloom, Random House, $14, 978081297779013. BarefootElin 
Hilderbrand, Back 
Bay, $13.99, 978031601859314. The Best American Short Stories 2008- 
DebutSalman 
Rushdie (Ed.), Heidi Pitlor (Ed.), Houghton Mifflin, $14, 
978061878877415. The 
AlchemistPaulo Coelho, HarperOne, $13.95, 9780061122415ON THE RISE:26. 
An 
Arsonist's Guide to Writers' Homes in New EnglandBrock Clarke, 
Algonquin, $13.95, 
9781565126145The darkly humorous travails of an accidental 
arsonist.TRADE 
PAPERBACK NONFICTION1. Three Cups of TeaGreg Mortenson, David Oliver 
Relin, 
Penguin, $15, 97801430382522. Eat, Pray, LoveElizabeth Gilbert, 
Penguin, $15, 
97801430384123. Animal, Vegetable, MiracleBarbara and Camille 
Kingsolver, Steven 
Hopp, Harper Perennial, $14.95, 97800608525664. The Zookeeper's 
WifeDiane 
Ackerman, Norton, $14.95, 97803933330605. The NineJeffrey Toobin, 



Anchor, $15.95, 
97814000967946. A New EarthEckhart Tolle, Plume, $14, 97804522899637. 
The Shock 
DoctrineNaomi Klein, Picador, $16, 97803124279938. Musicophilia: Tales 
of Music 
and the Brain- DebutOliver Sacks, Vintage, $14.95, 97814000335399. 
Dreams From My 
FatherBarack Obama, Three Rivers, $14.95, 978140008277310. The Audacity 
of 
HopeBarack Obama, Three Rivers, $14.95, 978030723770511. The Omnivore's 
DilemmaMichael Pollan, Penguin, $16, 978014303858012. A Long Way 
GoneIshmael Beah, 
FSG, $12, 978037453126313. Look Me in the Eye: My Life with 
Asperger'sJohn Elder 
Robison, Three Rivers, $14.95, 978030739618114. The Year of Living 
Biblically- 
DebutA.J. Jacobs, S&S, $15, 978074329148415. The World Without UsAlan 
Weisman, 
Picador, $15, 9780312427900ON THE RISE:25. The DuchessAmanda Foreman, 
Random 
House, $15.95, 9780812979695This biography of Lady Georgiana Spencer is 
the 
inspiration of the film in theaters now.MASS MARKET1. Nights in 
RodantheNicholas 
Sparks, Warner Vision, $7.99, 97804466127082. Book of the DeadPatricia 
Cornwell, 
Berkley, $9.99, 97804252162553. Stone ColdDavid Baldacci, Grand 
Central, $9.99, 
97804466156484. Playing for PizzaJohn Grisham, Dell, $7.99, 
97804402447145. 
Friends in High PlacesDonna Leon, Penguin, $7.99, 97801431141476. Third 
Degree- 
DebutGreg Iles, Pocket, $9.99, 97814165245407. Sweet RevengeDiane Mott 
Davidson, 
Avon, $7.99, 97800605273418. The Naming of the Dead- DebutIan Rankin, 
Little 
Brown, $7.99, 97803160188699. The Pillars of the EarthKen Follett, 
Signet, $7.99, 
978045116689010. Protect and DefendVince Flynn, Pocket, $9.99, 
9781416505037CHILDREN'S INTEREST1. The Book ThiefMarkus Zusak, Knopf, 
$11.99, 
97803758422072. Diary of a Wimpy KidJeff Kinney, Amulet, $12.95, 
97808109931363. 
Inkdeath- DebutCornelia Funke, Chicken House, $24.99, 97804398662864. 
Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid: Rodrick RulesJeff Kinney, Amulet, $12.95, 97808109947375. 
The Hunger 
GamesSuzanne Collins, Scholastic, $17.99, 97804390234816. The 
Mysterious Benedict 
SocietyTrenton Lee Stewart, Little Brown, $6.99, 97803160039577. The 
Tale of 
DespereauxKate DiCamillo, Candlewick, $7.99, 97807636252908. Hate That 
Cat- 
DebutSharon Creech, Joanna Cotler, $15.99, 97800614309239. Tea for 
Ruby- 
DebutSarah Ferguson, Robin Preiss Glasser (Illus.), S&S, $16.99, 
978141695419410. 



The Invention of Hugo CabretBrian Selznick, Scholastic, $22.99, 
978043981378511. 
Louise, the Adventures of a Chicken- DebutKate DiCamillo, Joanna 
Cotler, $17.99, 
978006075554612. The Miraculous Journey of Edward TulaneKate DiCamillo, 
Candlewick, $9.99, 978076363987713. Kenny & the DragonTony DiTerlizzi, 
S&S, 
$15.99, 978141693977114. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
IndianSherman 
Alexie, Little Brown, $16.99, 978031601368015. The Name of This Book Is 
Secret- 
DebutPseudonymous Bosch, Gilbert Ford (Illus.), Little Brown, $5.99, 
9780316113694CHILDREN'S ILLUSTRATED1. Goodnight MoonMargaret Wise 
Brown, Clement 
Hurd (Illus.), Harper, $8.99, 97806940036172. Big Words for Little 
PeopleJamie Lee 
Curtis, Laura Cornell (Illus.), Joanna Cotler, $16.99, 97800611275953. 
Gallop!Rufus Butler Seder, Workman, $12.95, 97807611476334. Goodnight 
GoonMichael 
Rex, Putnam, $14.99, 97803992453435. Where the Wild Things AreMaurice 
Sendak, 
Harper, $17.95, 97800602549266. Fifteen Animals!Sandra Boynton, 
Workman, $6.95, 
97807611306667. Bats at the LibraryBrian Lies, Houghton Mifflin, $16, 
97806189992318. Happy Halloween, Curious GeorgeN.T. Raymond, Kelly 
Loughman, 
Houghton Mifflin, $7.99, 97806189195299. 10 Trick-or-TreatersJanet 
Schulman, Linda 
Davick (Illus.), Dragonfly, $4.99, 978038573614510. On a Scary Scary 
Night- 
DebutWalter Wick, Cartwheel, $13.99, 978043970870811. Let's Dance, 
Little 
PookieSandra Boynton, Robin Corey, $5.99, 978037584519212. Happy 
Halloween!- 
DebutRosemary Wells, Grosset & Dunlap, $3.99, 978044844863313. Fancy 
Nancy at the 
MuseumJane O'Connor, Robin Preiss Glasser (Illus.), Harper, $3.99, 
978006123607514. Fancy NancyJane O'Connor, Robin Preiss Glasser 
(Illus.), Harper, 
$17.99, 978006054209215. Fletcher and the Falling LeavesJulia 
Rawlinson, Tiphanie 
Beeke (Illus.), HarperTrophy, $6.99, 9780061573972CHILDREN'S FICTION 
SERIES1. 
Inheritance (hardcover and paperback)Christopher Paolini, Laurel-
Leaf,2. Twilight 
(hardcover and paperback)Stephenie Meyer, Megan Tingley3. Magic Tree 
House 
(hardcover and paperback)Mary Pope Osborne, Sal Murdocca (Illus.), 
Random HouseNew 
in Series: Eve of the Emperor Penguin (9780375837333)4. Percy Jackson & 
the 
Olympians (hardcover and paperback)Rick Riordan, Miramax5. Alex Rider 
Adventures 
(hardcover and paperback)Anthony Horowitz, Puffin6. The 39 Clues 
(hardcover)Rick 
Riordan, Scholastic7. Harry Potter (hardcover and paperback)J.K. 
Rowling, 



Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine8. House of Night (paperback)Kristin Cast, 
P.C. Cast, 
St. Martin'sNew in Series: Untamed (9780312379834)9. Artemis Fowl 
(hardcover and 
paperback)Eoin Colfer, Hyperion10. Warriors (hardcover and 
paperback)Erin Hunter, 
AvonOTHER INDIE FAVORITESHardcoverANGEL'S TIP by Alafair Burke (Harper, 
$23.95, 
9780061561023/0061561029) 'This story of a rookie detective trying to 
solve the 
case of a murdered college student blew me away by twists, turns, and 
guessing 
that kept me riveted until the last page was turned. NYPD Detective 
Ellie Hatcher 
is such a great character, and this is a great title for suspense 
fans.'--Patricia 
Worth, River Reader, Lexington, MOAMERICA EATS! by Pat Willard 
(Bloomsbury, 
$25.99, 9781596913622/1596913622) 'Pat Willard is a terrific food 
writer, and this 
book, which traces the WPA's 1935 documentation of American food 
traditions 
throughout the country, will have you itching to go on the road 
yourself to try 
and find the out-of-the-way diners, restaurants, and communities where 
food and 
its celebration take you to new gastronomic heights. If you love food, 
food 
writers, food junkies, food festivals, and food history, you must read 
America 
Eats!' --Gayle Shanks, Changing Hands Bookstore, Tempe, AZ PaperbackTHE 
AGE OF 
CONGLOMERATES by Thomas Nevins (Ballantine, $14, 
9780375503917/0375503919) 'In a 
country dominated by corporations, genetic engineering has become the 
norm. The 
aged, known as 'The Coots,' are sent off to camps to wither away. 
Anyone breaking 
from the accepted societal norms (particularly children) can become a 
Dyscard: 
yanked from their family and dumped into the underground to fend for 
themselves or 
die. The story begins with respected doctor Christine Salter, whose 
hidden passion 
for a colleague inadvertently launches a revolution.'-- Geoffrey B. 
Jennings, 
Rainy Day Books, Fairway, KSFor Ages 9 to12HORSE by Malachy Doyle, 
Angelo Rinaldi 
(illus.) (Margaret K. McElderry, $16.99, 9781416924678/1416924671) 'I'm 
not 
interested in horses, but I love this book. The story is simple, 
following one 
little foal as he grows into a horse as the seasons pass. The spare, 
eloquent 
language is perfect, and Rinaldi's double-page oil paintings are 
amazing. I've 
been handing this book to anyone who tells me they're having a bad day. 



A few 
minutes later, they thank me and say they're feeling better.' --Heather 
Lyon, Lyon 
Books and Learning Center, Chico, CAEnjoy! 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
'If you have integrity, nothing else matters.  If you don't have 
integrity, nothing 
else matters.' 
 


